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Principles of Surgery. By N. Sens, M.D., Ph.D., of Milwaukee, Wis., 

Professor of Principles of Surgery and Surgical Pathology in the Rush 

Medical College, etc. Illustrated with 109 wood engravings. 8vo. ( pp. 601. 

Philadelphia and London : F. A. Davis, 1890. 

Truly recognizing that while the many treatises on surgery which 
have been published of late years in English “are replete with valuable 
practical information,” yet that “ most of them are defective in those 
parts relating to the matter treating of the fundamental principles of 
the art and science of surgery,” the author has set himself the task of 
giving to the English-speaking student and practitioner a text-book 
such as his perhaps more fortunate German confreres have long had 
available. This task has been accomplished, and so much more than 
accomplished, that in the present volume we have the most masterly 
work on modern surgical principles that exists in any language. 

To its composition the author has brought not only the personal 
knowledge and experience of a master of his art and science, but has 
leavened every page with the most modern facts and theories culled from 
a perusal, apparently, of all pertinent literature, which he has selected, 
classified, and arranged in his own terse, useful, and in every way satis¬ 
factory manner. The result is a work of which anyone might well be 
proud; and in the near future not to be familiar with its contents will 
argue one to be behind the times. 

To those who have read Dr. Senn’s Surgical Bacteriology the style, 
and much of the substance of the present volume will appear familiar. 
In fact, that remarkable little book serves as text and foundation for 
the more comprehensive work in hand. 

Those portions of surgical science usually classed as “ principles,” 
with one important exception and several less important additions, are 
in it elaborately treated from the modem bacteriological standpoint. 
The exception mentioned refers to the omission of “tumors” from the 
volume for some trade reason. This is much to be regretted, as the 
completeness and comprehensiveness of the work is thereby marred, 
and although the preface states the intention of the author to shortly 
publish the missing chapters as a monograph, we cannot but feel disap¬ 
pointed that so important a division should be absent from an otherwise 
complete and most masterly composition. In the next edition, which 
will certainly be soon called for, we hope to find the book complete. 

To criticise even in a general way the ideas advanced, arguments used, 
or conclusions drawn in this volume, would carry us much beyond avail¬ 
able space and be of little value, as the author has been most fair to all 
yet true to the best judgment of those most competent in these fields 
to-day; while minor details do not call for comment in such an epoch¬ 
marking work as this. Throughout, it has been the author’s successful 
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endeavor to keep in view “the difference between the cellular processes 
as we observe them in regeneration and inflammation, and to connect 
the modern science of bacteriology more intimately with the etiology 
and pathology of surgical affections ” than has hitherto been attempted 
by authors. While the work is essentially not a Practice of Surgery but 
a Surgical Pathology, still considerable space is given to clinical features 
under each heading, in which diagnosis and treatment are presented 
in a practical yet thoroughly scientific manner in accord with modern 
views. 

Chapter I. deals with regeneration of tissues in general, and Chapter 
II. with regeneration of special tissues—the distinction between regen¬ 
eration or non-inflammatory healing being sharply contrasted with 
inflammatory or septic union, and the cellular processes of regeneration 
and its aseptic attainment being clearly and minutely set forth. Chap¬ 
ters III. and IV. treat of inflammation in general and in special tissues 
in a manner not elsewhere to be found. Chapter V. sums up all present 
knowledge of pathogenic bacteria, and is taken almost bodily from Sur¬ 
gical Bacteriology, giving the essentials of that book in even better shape 
than in the original. The four succeeding divisions discuss suppuration 
from the etiological and clinical standpoint as well as the varieties of 
suppuration in various organs, tissues, and cavities ; peritonitis, brain 
abscess, cerebral localization, craniotomy, and abdominal section all 
coming in for eminently modern and practical demonstration. 

Two chapters are devoted to necrosis and one each to pyaemia, septi¬ 
caemia, erysipelas, and tetanus, the latter disease being described as due 
to a ptomaine arising from a recognized and definite bacillus—the bac¬ 
teria remaining almost exclusively in the tissues about the point of infec¬ 
tion and in the lymphatics leading therefrom to the cord. The remaining 
divisions cover surgical tuberculosis, hydrophobia,actinomycosis, anthrax 
and glanders. The sections upon tuberculosis are amongst the best and 
most interesting in the whole book, especially in view of the recent great 
prominence into which the subject has been brought. To those desiring 
to know everything available in this direction we confidently recommend 
these chapters as the very best which have been written. In relation to 
hydrophobia, Pasteur’s views are unqualifiedly endorsed, and a very 
practical addition to the article is a concise description of the symptoms 
and disease-history of hydrophobia in the dog. 

!■ -jThe illustrations are almost without exception of microscopical sub¬ 
jects and borrowed from foreign sources, but well chosen and good in 
execution and effect. A very meagre index, and, in many places, poor 
page-headings make the work unnecessarily difficult for reference. 


Prostitution und Abolitionismus. Briefe von Dr. B. Taenowsky, 
Professor an der Medizinischen Akademie zu St. Petersburg. Pp. 222. 
Hamburg und Leipzig: Verlag von Leopold Voss, 1890. 

Prostitution and its Abolition. 

The well-known author of this latest and interesting contribution to 
the literature of an almost threadbare theme should surely know of what 
he writes. He has long been a director of one of the venereal clinics in 



